MOORISH IDOL 

Zanclus cornutus 

kihikihi 

Moorish idols live in shallow to deep water near the reef. 
They use their long snouts to probe for the sponges and 
algae they feed on. 

They usually travel in small groups but have been known 
to travel in large schools. 

Moorish idols are exceptionally beautiful fish. They are 
also unusual in that they are the only member of the fish 
family Zanclidae. 
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CONVICT TANG 

Acanthurus triostegus 

manini 

Convict tangs live in shallow and deep waters near the reef. 
They feed on algae and travel in small groups as well as large 
schools. 

The convict tang is one of the most common Hawaiian 
reef fish. Its dark, vertical bars give it its name and break up 
the tang's shape, which may help it escape from predators. At 
night it rests on the bottom of the ocean, but does not really 
sleep. It is a popular fish for eating. 
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MANYBAR GOATFISH 

Parupeneus multifasciatiis 

moano 

Manybar goatfish are bottom dwellers that live from the 
shore to deep waters outside the reef. They use the long 
whiskers or barbels under their chins to search for food. The 
barbels probe sand or holes for small crabs, shrimp, fishes 
and fish eggs. 

They search for food alone or in small groups during the 
day and rest in coral ledges at night. They can change their 
coloration to blend in with their background and darken at 
night to fade into the shadows. 

The manybar goatfish is a favorite fish for eating. It was 
considered a "sea pig" by early Hawaiians and prized for use 
in rituals and ceremonies when pig could not be found. 
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RACCOON BUTTERFLYFISH 

Chaetodon lunula 

Idkakapu 

Raccoon butterflyfish live in water inside and outside the 
reef as well as in the rougher water on the reef. They eat 
tubeworm tentacles, coral polyps and algae. 

It is one of the few butterflyfish that are active at night. 

In the daytime it rests, often in groups, between rocks. 

Like many other butterflyfishes, the raccoon has a dark 
area or mask to conceal its eyes and a false eye spot near the 
tail. This confuses enemies into thinking that the fish is 
larger than it really is. 
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SPECTACLED PARROTFISH 

Scarus perspicillatus 

uhu-uliuli 

The spectacled parrotfish lives in shallow water around 
the reef. It gets its name from its brilliant colors and beak¬ 
like teeth. These strong teeth allow the fish to feed on the 
algae that grow on coral rocks. The parrotfish uses its strong 
teeth to break off tiny pieces of algae-covered rock and coral. 
This produces tiny bits of coral and rock that become sand. 

At night parrotfish sleep under ledges or wedge themselves 
against rocks. The males are a blue-green color and the 
females (uhu ‘ahu‘ula) are red-brown. They are a popular 
fish for eating. 
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HAWAIIAN CLEANER WRASSE 

Labroides phthirophagus 


The Hawaiian cleaner wrasse is found only in the Hawaiian 
Islands and lives in shallow and deep water near reefs. It 
feeds on parasites that live in the gills, skin, fins and mouths 
of larger fishes. It finds these parasites by picking over the 
fish that gather around the cleaner wrasse’s "cleaning 
station” on the reef. 

Unlike other small wrasses, the cleaner wrasse does not 
buiy itself in the sand at night when it sleeps. It swims with 
a unique darting and dancing movement that signals larger 
fishes to its cleaning ability. This, along with its distinctively 
brilliant coloring, may keep the cleaner wrasse from being 
eaten by the larger fish. 
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BIRD WRASSE 

Gomphosas varius 

hlnalea ‘i‘iwi 

Bird wrasses live in coral rich waters inside and outside 
the reef. They use their snouts to probe corals for food, 
which consists of small crabs, shrimps, brittle stars, and 
fishes. 

Like most other wrasses, they are active during the day 
and sleep in the sand on the bottom at night. 

The snout, which gives the bird wrasse its name, is not 
present in young fish. The young, as well as the female fish, 
are white and grey. The male is greenish-blue and was once 
thought to be an entirely different species of fish. 
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DRAGON EEL 

Muraena pardalis 

puhi kauila 

Dragon eels live in the holes and crevices of rocks and 
coral reefs. They have sharp teeth and a keen sense of smell 
that helps them catch the small fish and octopus that they eat. 

Like other moray eels, they usually remain hidden during 
the day and hunt for food at night. To breathe, they must 
continuously open and close their mouths, an action which 
passes water over their gills. This makes them look more 
vicious than they actually are. 

Dragon eels have the most brilliant coloring and complex 
patterning of all moray eels. They also have tubes coming 
from their noses that stick up, giving them a dragon-like 
appearance. 
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SADDLE WRASSE 

Thalassoma duperrey 

hlnalea lau-wili 

Saddle wrasses are found only in the Hawaiian Islands. 
They live in shallow to deeper waters near the reef. They feed 
on small crabs, shrimp, worms, and brittle stars. 

Wrasses are solitary fishes and do not form schools. At 
night they sleep on the bottom, often burying themselves in 
the sand. 

They are not considered a good eating fish, although early 
Hawaiians served them as after-dinner treats. They were 
also offered to the gods in ancient Hawaiian ceremonies. 
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ZEBRA BLENNY 

Istiblennius zebra 

pao 4 o 

Zebra blennies are found only in the Hawaiian Islands, 
where they live in tidepools along rocky shores and beaches. 
They stay on the bottom and feed on algae. 

Blennies are small, scaleless fish that are very nimble. 
They are able to leap between tidepools over areas of dry 
rock with great speed. For this reason they are commonly 
called rockskippers. 
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LONGNOSE BUTTERFLYFISH 

Forcipiger longirostris 

lau-wiliwili-nukunuku-‘oi‘oi 

The longnose butterflyfish lives in shallow to deep water 
outside the reef. There it feeds on small crabs and shrimp, 
using its long snout to pick them out of crevices in the coral. 

It swims alone or in small groups during the day, and 
rests on the bottom protected by coral formations at night. 

The longnose butterflyfish was first discovered by Captain 
Cook during his voyage aboard the H.M.S. Resolution . It is 
often confused with a similar longnosed butterflyfish that 
has a shorter nose. In addition, the longnose pictured here 
can be found with a solid black coloring. 
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GIANT FROGFISH 

Antennarius commersonii 


The giant frogfish lives in quiet waters near the reef, where 
it rests on the bottom among rocks and algae. It feeds on 
small fishes by using a "fishing pole" located above its mouth. 
The "pole" is a modified dorsal spine with a "lure" at the tip 
that resembles a worm or shrimp. When the frogfish wiggles 
its "lure," small fishes are attracted and then sucked into its 
huge mouth with lightning-fast speed. 

The frogfish’s color varies from yellow and orange to red, 
brown and black. This allows it to blend in perfectly with its 
surroundings. Its squat shape and sluggish behavior of 
sitting or "walking" on the bottom and jumping forward to 
capture food have given the frogfish its name. 
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SPINY PUFFER 

Diodort holocanthus 

‘o‘opu okala 

Spiny puffers live in the calm waters inside the reef. They 
have powerful, beak-like jaws that allow them to crush the 
hard shells of sea urchins, crabs and mollusks. 

When threatened, the spiny puffer sucks in water and can 
become as hard and round as a basketball. This, and their 
spines that poke up as a result, make it impossible for most 
predators to eat them. They have been known to choke large 
sharks to death after being swallowed. 

The spiny puffer has poisonous flesh and should not be 
eaten. In Japan it is eaten in a dish called fugu, but it is 
prepared carefully by trained chefs. 
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HAWAIIAN SQUIRRELFISH 

Saraocentron xantherythrum 

‘ala‘ihi 

Hawaiian squirrelfish are found only in the Hawaiian 
Islands, where they live near the outer reef to depths of 60 
feet. They feed on crabs, shrimps, worms, and small fish. 

Squirrelfish are most active at night, when they search for 
food. During the day they hover in caves or below ledges, 
where they remain hidden. 

Hawaiian squirrelfish produce a clicking and grunting 
sound, which they use as a calling signal or a warning to 
other fish. 
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